THE CHAMBERLAIN FAMILY CIRCLE      43

in the first year after their mairiage, By this time,
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however, he had finished with Mason College and
was ripe to take his place in the business community,
He was apprenticed in 1889 to Howard Smith, a
leading Birmingham accountant, So well did he
get on that after six months his principal, not it
may be imagined considering it to be any disadvan-
tage to have the son of Joseph Chamberlain in his
firm, offered him a permanent salaried post in his
office, It might have been that Neville Chamberlain
would have settled down to a quiet and diligent
attention to the duties of accountancy, But it
seemed otherwise to the gods and to Joseph Chamber-
lain, For at that time Joseph Chamberlain's quick
imagination was fired by a project in the performance
of which he cast his younger son for a leading role,